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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course investigates the life and influence of St. Francis with the goal of helping 
students address five key questions: 1) Who was St. Francis?; 2) What are Franciscan 
values?; 3) What are the continuities and discontinuities between the Franciscan 
movement and other aspects of Christianity?; 4) How do the variety of biographical and 
hagiographical accounts of St. Francis give us insight into the needs and interests of the 
authors and thus inform us about how our own context might inform our understanding 
of St. Francis?; 5) How might Franciscan values shape the practice of healthcare? 

 
PREREQUISITES: 

RELS1310, RELS 2310, or permission of the instructor. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 By the conclusion of this course, successful students should be able to: 

  

 Analyze Franciscan values in the context of the larger religious and cultural 
environment in which Franciscan thought emerged and then evaluate how those 
values might be relevant in a different religious and cultural environment. 

 Critically evaluate differences in biographical accounts of Francis and create their 
own understanding of who St. Francis was. 

 Analyze the historical developments of the Franciscan Order with respect to their 
understanding of Francis’s vision of Christian life. 

 Develop an independent assessment of what constitutes Franciscan values. 

 Apply their understanding of Franciscan values to a healthcare environment. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

 Moorman, John. History of the Franciscan Order.  Franciscan Press, 1988. 
  ISBN: 0-8199-0921-1 
 
 
FACULTY: 
 See  “Instructor’s Supplement” 



COURSE OUTLINE: 

1. Introduction to the course 
a. The problem of St. Francis and Franciscan Values 
b. A brief overview of St. Francis 

 
Precursors to St. Francis 

2. The Life of Jesus 
3. Early Monasticism and the Desert Fathers 
4. Benedictine Monasticism and the Rule of St. Benedict 

 
The Beginnings of the Franciscan Movement 

5. Francis and Clare – Their Context 
a. 4th Lateran Council 
b. Rise of the Mendicants 

6. Institutionalization of the Franciscan Movement 
a. Rules and Admonitions 

7. Death and Early Hagiography 
 

The Historical Record 
8. Writings of St. Francis I 
9. Writings of St. Francis II 
10. Thomas of Celano’s biography 
11. Bonaventure’s biography 
12. Little Flowers 

 
The Development of the Franciscan Movement 

13. Later developments – 14th-16th centuries 
14. Contemporary Franciscan Thought 

 
 
 
COURSE WORK:  
 

 One six page paper comparing and contrasting Francis’s teachings with one of the 
following: 1) Life of Jesus, 2) Early Monasticism, 3) the Rule of St. Benedict. 

 One six page paper comparing and contrasting contemporary expressions of Franciscan 
values with those expressed in: 1) the extant writings of St. Francis or 2) biographical 
accounts of the life of St. Francis, or 3) a paper comparing two of the biographies of St. 
Francis. 

 A final eight-ten page paper that gives the student’s own appraisal of what constitutes 
Franciscan values and how those values might be productively applied in a 
healthcare/nursing environment, if at all. 

 Various quizzes and tests as needed (if at all). 

 Discussion board discussions of the texts. 

 Webquests to understand the context of Francis. 

 
 



GRADING: 

 The final course grade is based on the mean average for the following: 
   
  Initial webquest = 10% 
  Paper 1   = 10% 
  Paper 2   = 15% 
  Final Paper   = 25% 
  Discussion boards = 10% 
  Midterm  = 15% 
  Final exam  = 15% 

Determination of the final grade will be based upon completion of assignments, quiz 
grades, attendance or lack thereof, participation in class discussion.  There will be no 
“curving” of final course averages. 

Final course grades are determined according to the following scale: 
   94% – 100%  = A 
   91% –   93%  = B+ 

87% –   90%  = B 
84% –   88%  = C+ 

   80% –   83%  = C 
78% –   79%  = D+ 

   75% –   77%  = D 
00% –   74%  = F 

  
All assignment and exam scores, midterm status, and final course grades will be  
posted at the course’s Moodle site.  Students should check these  
postings regularly.  Any discrepancies, omissions, or concerns must be reported 
to the instructor immediately.  The department chair listed on this syllabus  
should be notified if problems persist. 

 
GRADE APPEAL POLICY: 

Our Lady of the Lake College recognizes that grades should represent a fair and 
equitable evaluation of how well students have achieved the expected learning 
outcomes of a course, an assignment, an exam, or an activity. Students have the right to 
know how their work in a course will be evaluated and how those evaluations will 
determine the course grade. The following information should be available to students in 
every course, from the first class day: 
 

 In the department syllabus and/or instructor’s supplement to the department 
syllabus: 

○ Explanation of how the final course grade will be determined 
○ Due dates for any work that will be evaluated 
○ Explanation of how and when graded work will be returned to students 

  and how students can monitor their course performance 
○ Guidelines for discussing a grade if the student thinks it is inaccurate 

● In the department syllabus and/or as part of the assignment or activity that will be 
evaluated: 

○ The criteria that will be used to evaluate the assigned work 



 
Appeals of exam, assignment, or activity and final course grades must be made no later 
than one (1) week after the grade is posted on the course management system or 
returned to the student, unless the course syllabus stipulates different guidelines.   In all 
cases, the appeal process must begin with a discussion of the grade between the 
student and the instructor.  If the discussion does not resolve the issue, the student may 
continue the appeal process.  For further details, contact the department chair listed on 
this syllabus. 

 
 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 Students are expected to know and follow values expressed in the Our Lady of the Lake 

Student Honor Code: 
  We, the student body of Our Lady of the Lake College, embrace the idea that 

honor is an intangible quality, which, if it pervades all phases of campus life, 
tends to foster a spirit of dignity and personal integrity.  Upon enrolling at the 
college, we become part of the Our Lady of the Lake Honor System.  We realize 
that honor must be cultivated, that its success depends upon the combined and 
cooperative efforts of the college’s administration, faculty, staff and students.  
Inherent in the honor system is the premise that students will not perform or 
tolerate any violations of the “Rules Governing Student Behavior” published in 
the college’s Student Handbook.  As responsible members of the Our Lady of the 
Lake College community, each of us freely accepts and proudly endorses this, 
our code of honor. 

 A brief “Honor Statement,” which students will be asked to sign, accompanies every 
 assignment and exam given in this course.  The statement reads as follows: 
  I will not give or receive any unauthorized aid on any examination or paper.  In 

the event that I witness other persons doing so, I will report them immediately to 
the instructor and/or the appropriate division director. 

  
 
 
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY: 
 Use of computer technology both in and out of class is an important requirement in this 

course.   The course uses a Moodle course site for distribution of materials and for 
communicating with students.  Students will be introduced to the course site at the 
beginning of the semester.  Class activities and assignments are based upon the 
assumption that students: 

 

 Can type accurately 

 Have personal computing experience, including using the Internet  

 Have out-of-class access to PC’s either on campus or at home 

 Have OLOLC student e-mail 

 Understand how to perform Moodle course site functions 
 

Any student who does not match the assumption should discuss the problem with the 
instructor at the beginning of the semester.  
 
   



 
STUDENT PROBLEMS/CONCERNS 

Students are strongly encouraged to discuss their problems or concerns about this 
course with their instructor.   If the issues remain after the discussion, students may seek 
the advice of the department chair listed on this syllabus.  In the rare case that the 
course coordinator cannot resolve the issue, the student will be referred to the formal 
procedure outlined in the college’s student handbook (available at the OLOLC website). 

 
 
 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

In accordance with  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, it is urgent that ALL faculty, both full-time and adjunct, 
include the following statement in his/her class syllabus.  “If you have a documented 
disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact the Office of 
Student Services as soon as possible.” The Office of Student Services is located at 5414 
Brittany Drive, (25)490-1620, and FAX (225) 490-1613.  


